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CLIENT GOALS & INVESTMENT SUITABILITY  
 
 
1. In how many years do you expect to start spending money from your investments? 
A. I need to live off the returns right now, and I am not trying to grow the portfolio. 
B. I need to live off the returns right now, but I am concerned about inflation and will sacrifice 
some current income for portfolio growth. 
C. I am two to five years away from needing the money. 
D, I am six to ten years away from needing the money. 
E. I am eleven to nineteen years away from needing the money. 
F. I am a long-term investor and I do not expect to need to spend the money for twenty years or 
more. 
G. I don’t ever intend to spend the money even though I expect to invest for more than twenty 
years. 
 
2. What percentage of your total net worth (assets minus liabilities) is represented by the 
investment you are making in your account? 
A. < 10% 
B. 11% - 25% 
C. 26% - 50% 
D. 51% - 75% 
E. 75% or more. 
 
3. What period of consecutive declines would you accept before you began to feel uneasy 
about your portfolio? 
A. Three consecutive months. 
B. Two consecutive quarters 
C. Three consecutive quarters 
D. Two consecutive years 
E. Three consecutive years or more 
 
4. If you were asked to choose between these three simple investment scenarios, which do 
you think you would pick? 
A. Low Risk, Low Return 
B. Between A & C 
C. Moderate Risk, Moderate Return 
D. Between C & E 
E. High Risk, High Return 
 
5. What average annual rate of return are you expecting to receive on your investments? 
A. 5% or less 
B. 6% to 8% 
C. 8% to 10% 
D. 10% to 12% 
E. > 12% 
 

6. If your portfolio declined dramatically (15% or more) over a short or medium time period 
how would you most likely react?  For example, you have $200,000 and it drops to 
$170,000. 
A. I would liquidate and move on. 
B. Nothing, there will be good periods too, that’s how averages are made. 
C. Take the opportunity to add to my portfolio in hopes of gaining from a rebound. 
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7. When you reach your objective with this portfolio, what is your plan for spending it? I 
expect my living expenses to be significantly lower than they are today. (Kids gone, 
mortgage paid off etc.) 
A. I expect my living expenses to be moderately lower than they are today. 
B. I expect my living expenses to be about the same as they are today. 
C. I expect my living expenses to be somewhat higher than they are today. 
D. I expect my living expenses to be significantly higher than they are today. 
 
8. Do you expect to make any substantial principal withdrawals (10% or more) during the 
investment period? (House down payment, balloon payment, college, boat etc.) 
A. Yes and I expect it be > 15% of the portfolio 
B. Yes and I expect it to be > 10% and < 15% of the portfolio. 
C. I have no specific plans but it is a real possibility 
D. I expect no significant principal withdrawals from this portfolio. 
E. I do not expect to make significant withdrawals and I expect to make additional contributions 
over time. 
 
9. Which statement best summarizes your view of your expected investment returns 
during rising and falling markets? 
A. I would like to outperform the broad based averages during up markets, and I can accept 
falling more than the market during declining markets. 
B. I’d be happy capturing most of the upside gains of the markets, and not decline as much as the 
market during falling markets. 
C. I’m happy with modest gains in up markets, but want to outperform in down markets. 
D. Preservation of capital is more important than participation in rising markets. 
E. Preservation of capital is more important than anything. 
 
10. What is your level of experience investing in stocks and bonds?  
A. My experience is mostly with blue chip companies and high quality bonds. 
B. I have primarily invested in stock and bond mutual funds. 
C. I have never invested in stocks, bonds, or mutual funds, but I feel I have a good understanding 
of how they work. 
D. I have never invested in any stocks, bonds, or mutual funds, and I am very nervous about the 
prospects of doing so. 
 
11. Once I begin to withdraw funds, I expect to spend all the money. 

A. < 5 years 
B. 6 - 10 years 
C. > 10 years 
D. 20 years 
E. >20 years and I expect to have a legacy in place for my heirs. 
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Part II 
A well-defined financial plan is only our first step. The “one size fits all” retirement 
mentality is not how we craft your future.  This is a preparation for a second life (whether 
or not you completely decide not to work, does not matter). Be as clear and detailed as 
possible and remember this is a work in progress. 
 
12. Explain using only adjectives your ideal retirement: 
 
 
 
 
13. Do you feel confident, based the money you have today, you can retire and maintain 
the same or better quality of life? 
 
 
 
 
14. Where would your ideal place to live? What would make it ideal? 
 
 
 
 
 
15. How much time would you like to spend traveling? Where have you always wished to 
visit? How would you like to travel?  Is this more traveling than you do now? 
 
 
 
 
16. How much of your newly founded free time would you be devoting to charity, family? 
How would you spend your time with your family? 
 
 
 
 
 
17. How much money do you think you need to live comfortably in today’s dollars?  If you 
need or want to work, how many hours will you spend working?  What will you do? What 
would make the work satisfying to you? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
18. What are you top leisure activities? How much of your time would you want to devote 
to leisure? Would your activities require an additional financial investment (i.e. building 
your own wine cellar, home in a foreign country)? 
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19. What does living a satisfying life mean to you? What are the essential elements around 
it? 
 
 
 
 
 
20. What charity, human issue or community project speaks to you? Given your talents 
and skills at that time, what type of commitment would you be open to give? 
 
 
 
 
 
21. Do you see this charity or passion in your estate plan? How does your estate to your 
heirs fit into your charitable intentions? 
 
 
 
 
22. How happy are you with your life right now? What positive changes would you make to 
make it better for you and your family? What small thing can you do now to start creating 
a more peaceful life? 
 

 
 
 
 
23. What are you putting off accomplishing that you know is important and could increase 
your peace of mind and overall well-being? 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional Thoughts or Comments: 


